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EDITORIALS, OPINIONS & LETTERS

Campo’s Unelected Government - Original Letter
From Joe Carmody

The original letter as
printed in the Alpine Sun
on December 27, 2007.

Perhaps I am just suspi-
cious by nature. I don’t
trust people who want to
give me things or take care
of needs I am not sure I re-
ally have.

When Basam  Obobno
wants to help me get the
millions of dollars in my
dead relatives account in
Nigeria, I just don’t feel
comfortable giving him my
personal information.

When I get that call at din-
nertime offering the most
fabulous, wonderful some-
thing or other, gizmo or
dream vacation; I just don’t
have any faith that they
have my better interests at
heart.

I have noticed that there is
a small group of very active
members of our communi-
ty that seem to want to do
things for me, form groups,
make plans and decide what
will be best for me and my
community. They have, in
the last few years, formed
several associations, sub
committees, and Political
Action Committees to meet
the needs we all have, or
that they think we should
have. They have joined
nearly every sub commit-
tee, social and governance
group that is available to
them that did not require
actually being elected.

A half dozen hard work-
ing, industrious people who
want to help you and me
and provide things for us we
cannot live without. This
same half dozen dominate
groups and committees that
deal with shaping the future
of Campo and Lake More-
na for the next 20 to 50
years. They are organized,
well funded, and dedicated.
They are big dreamers and
work very hard to reach
their goals and make those
dreams come true. They are

effective, competent and
do not easily tolerate inept-
ness or dissention in their
groups. These are profes-
sional group leaders who
know County’s I-1 rules
and how to form a 501 (c)
(3) or (6). They have no
patience with newcomers
unless the newcomers share
their political visions. Most
of us locals are not nearly as
professional or experienced
in governance as this group
and are often intimidated
into leaving the groups by
these half dozen well inten-
tioned individuals.

Because they dominate al-
most every organization
that communicates with
the County Government,
they give the impression
of a unified voice speaking
for the entire community.
They work very hard to
give this exact impression
and to preserve this impres-
sion. Their voice is heard
at County and acted upon.

Recently this half dozen
folks have become very
secretive in their actions
because some of their ideas
have been given public fo-
rum, and the public seems
to question them, their mo-
tives and decision making
process. They have gone to
some extraordinary lengths
to hide information from
the perceived reactionary,
“No Growth” groups in
the community. Being as
many of this half dozen are
employees of or associated
with developers and dream
of a more active, viable, dy-
namic Campo, they do find
opposition from those who
would like to preserve the

Continued on page 16 col. 1
special things that Campo
has to offer; those who seek
slow, managed growth.

This half dozen are making
decisions right now about
businesses, land use, devel-
opment, fire protection, di-
saster response, parks and
tax increases to cover some

of these costs. They have
become the default govern-
ment for our area. They
meet with various County,
State, Federal agencies and
officials regularly. Their in-
put is almost the only word
that gets to the Government
other than the Campo/Lake
Morena Planning Group.

I believe that if we don’t
get involved in the decision
making process, then some-
one else will decide for us.
Those decisions will not al-
ways be made with our best
interests in mind. But de-
cisions will be made; deci-
sions that will impact each
and every one of our lives
and the future of Campo
and Lake Morena for the
next 20 to 50 years. You
may trust these half dozen
men to decide for you.
They are happy to do the
work, expend the effort, go
to meetings, write letters
and choose how our future
will be. You can trust them
to make a decision that
seems best to them.

I guess I am just suspicious
by nature. But ever time [
let someone take care of my
needs and interests things
always went badly. I am
the type of guy who even
gets suspicious of that guy
who wants to take my car,
truck or motorcycle.

Remember: “The liberty
of a democracy is not safe
if the people tolerate the
growth of private power to
a point where it becomes
stronger than their demo-
cratic State itself. That,
in its essence, is Fascism-
--ownership of govern-
ment by an individual, by a
group or by any controlling
private power”  President
Franklin Roosevelt

Democracy is a use it or
lose it proposition. Are you
using yours?

Joe Carmody
Campo

A Message From One of the “Half Dozen”

After reading “Campo’s
unelected government” in
the Opinion section of the
December 27th issue of
the Alpine Sun, I feel com-
pelled to set a few things
straight. An unsigned e-
mail copy of that document
had circulated throughout
the community for several
days prior to its publication,
with much speculation as to
its source. Most who read
it were certain that it was
collaboration. I’'m happy
to see that Joe Carmody
was willing to put his name
on it. I find it amusing that
the local Planning Group
considers itself Campo’s
“elected government.” The
last time I checked, the
closest thing we had to an
elected government offi-
cial was Diane Jacob, our
County Supervisor. Diane
has been a great supporter
of citizens getting involved
in their communities and
openly encourages that type
of behavior. Like any other
small community, Campo
— Lake Morena must rely
on its citizens to work to-
wards solving issues and
improving their quality of
life. Our Planning Group
is incapable of doing that.
Their true focus is “no
growth” and they rely on
MERIT (Campo’s premier
secret organization) and
its propaganda machine to
provide misinformation to
the community. Recently
our Planning Group Chair-
person, Bev Esry, chose to
include a personal message
in the MERIT newsletter
mailing. Her personal mes-
sage openly stated the fact
that she was the PG Chair-
person, thereby making that
a PG message. In her mes-
sage, she, like Joe, warned
of a group that was taking
control of Campo. She has
variously referred to them
as the “alliance” and the “1
percent.” I personally think
in her position as PG chair-
person she has made a mis-
take by hitching her horse
to the MERIT wagon, but
affiliations speak volumes
about a person’s true intent.
With that said, I'm proud to

be affiliated with a group of
community leaders whose
desire is to stay involved,
and make a difference.

Yes, I’'m one of the half doz-
en folks Joe refers to in his
letter, and I find it flattering
that our efforts and actions
aren’t going unnoticed.
Well, guess what? There
are considerably more than
a half dozen people who
are active in the commu-
nity, working to make our
community a better place to
live, and looking for leader-
ship and creativity.

If you look around the
community, you’ll notice
folks displaying 1% stick-
ers on their cars and busi-
nesses. You’ll also notice
folks wearing 1% buttons.
This was the brainchild of
another citizen, not one of
the half dozen, who took
exception to the Planning
Group Chairperson’s letter
and wanted to be counted
as an individual concerned
with our future. There have
been more than 500 of these
stickers and buttons handed
out, and more are on order.

Yes, I’'m guilty of being ac-
tive in the community. I'm
retired after 41 years of
Federal Service, and deter-
mined to use my new found
spare time to try and make
a difference. I'm currently
on the Board of Directors
for the Campo Lake More-
na Business Association,
a group whose fundrais-
ing activities and members
provide student scholar-
ships and other financial
support to the various civic
groups that are active in our
community. I'm also the
Chairman of the Campo
Lake Morena Roundup, no
small task, staffed entirely
with volunteers and those
who care enough to “get
involved.”

Yes I think Campo Lake
Morena is a great place to
live, but I also believe it
can be so much better with
more citizen involvement,
not less. I also think that

the obvious lack of partici-
pation in community events
by most of the Planning
Group members speaks
volumes about their true
interest in the community.
At the recent parade and
celebration for First Re-
sponders, one PG member
(Rick Northcote) was pres-
ent. The rest were nowhere
to be found. Other high
profile community events
are similarly not attended
by PG members. Elected
government they’re not. In-
volved in their community,
they’re also not. If our PG
thinks it’s a bad thing for
members of the community
to be involved in its present
and certainly in its future,
then maybe we need a shift
in the membership of that

group.

As for growth, MERIT,
Joe, and Bev say that I'm
pro growth. Not true. But
then how would they know
if they haven’t ever dis-
cussed the issue with me?
I’ve lived in this county
for over fifty years. I've
seen the population grow
from San Diego city center
south to the border, north to
Oceanside and Camp Pend-
leton, and east to the foot-
hills and beyond. Anyone
that doesn’t believe growth
is coming our way just isn’t
paying attention. The San
Diego Association of Gov-
ernments (SANDAG) pre-
dicts that the population of
our area will double in the
next 15 years or so. That’s
reality! I can’t stop it, you
can’t stop it, and our local
Planning Group certainly
can’t stop it. What we can
do as a community is plan
for that growth, make smart
collaborative decisions, and
ensure that the community
receives tangible benefit as
it happens. That’s what I
expect from our planning
group, nothing more, and
nothing less. How about
you?

Wally Palmer
Campo resident

From a citizen who has sat back and watched this charade of ‘“‘back country planning”

Editors Alpine Sun and
Back Country Messenger,

I am another citizen who
has sat back and watched
this charade of “back coun-
try planning” play out in
front of me. And I realize
it is time to stand up and be
heard.

I was born and raised in the
back country;bornin Escon-
dido, childhood in Julian,
before moving to Campo in
1953. I graduated from the
old High School in Campo
(as did my brother and sis-
ter). My parents (Betty and
Gene Okey) worked and
had a family business in
Campo (The Oak Shores
Malt Shop). I went to San
Diego to go to college. My
sister married and moved
away for a while, to return
to run the Malt Shop and
raise her family of three
who all graduated from
the “new” Mountain Em-
pire High School, and my
brother-in-law worked at

Mt. Empire High School in
transportation from where
he retired. My niece, Kristi
Kor, still resides in Campo
and has family owned busi-
nesses (which employs
20 or so people), and her
children are now going to
Campo Elementary School.
I retired, and returned home
four years ago. So as you
can see I have a rich and
long history in Campo and
a vested interest in what
happens to our community.

I am APPALED at the at-
titude of some of the “no
growth” folks who want
to keep our community as
it was 100 years ago. And
most interestingly, some
of these “no growth” folks
don’t own property here,
do not have any children
in school (some with no
children at all), some who
just moved here a couple
of years ago, and some do
not work (in some cases
drawing nice retirement
checks).

Then we have the MAJOR-
ITY of Campo citizens of
all ages, from all econom-
ic, social and educational
levels, with and with out
children, working people,
those who are retired, those
on fixed and very limited
incomes who need to stand
up and be counted! We can
not sit back any longer and
let these reactionary do-
nothings decide our quality
of life for us!

We need more local busi-
ness to provide more em-
ployment for our local folks.
We need business owners
from Campo, not from San
Diego or Los Angeles, who
have a REAL interest in
the community and us. We
need to think of and pro-
vide for our children; better
education, activities to help
them grow into responsible
adults, businesses for them
to work, more sports and
cultural opportunities, and
community leaders that

care about our children’s
future.

I too would like the clock
turned back to when I was
a child in Campo some 50+
plus years ago, but TIME
MARCHES ON. Either we
are going to have a say in
our future or just let gov-
ernment and developers do
what they want without any
input from us, the citizens
of the Campo area, without
any thought of our needs
or wants. The future is go-
ing the happen no matter
how much the minority of
the “no-growth” “Do-noth-
ings” try to stop it. They
need to pull their heads
out of the sand and help to
make Campo a community
to be proud of and that our
children will want to raise
their families in.

We, the MAJORITY of
Campo citizens need to
speak up, and be heard. I
will be at the next planning
meeting and will be active

to help elect responsible
growth people to our plan-
ning committees. Are you
going to help, or sit back
and say what we should
have done after the dust set-
tles? Silence makes one as

guilty as doing the crime it-
self. And there is no bigger
crime than complancey!

Milo Angel
Campo/Lake Morena
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